Comparative effect of gentamicin and pefloxacin treatment on the late stages of mouse typhoid.
The present study compares the ability of gentamicin and pefloxacin to eradicate a Salmonella infection in BALB/c mice when the treatment is instituted in the late stages of the infection. The results indicate that pefloxacin is highly effective in the treatment of mouse typhoid even when the therapy is instituted after the suppression of bacterial growth in the reticuloendothelial system (RES). Conversely, gentamicin treatment only reduced the bacterial load in the RES of infected mice, but neither induced the clearance of the organisms from the RES, nor prevented the resurgence of bacterial growth. Even when using gentamicin at a high dosage, bacterial clearance could not be accomplished.